PRESS RELEASE–April 30, 2009

U.S. Speaking Tour of Leopold Engleitner

103 Year Old Nazi Concentration Camp Survivor Exposes the Darkest Chapter in History

Seventy years after his imprisonment Leopold Engleitner (born 1905), the Austrian who is the subject of the book and prize-winning documentary film Unbroken Will, will do a major U.S. speaking tour in May 2009 across the United States, which starts at Harvard University. He will be accompanied by his friend and biographer, Bernhard Rammerstorfer.

Mr. Engleitner is often asked, “Why would a man facing imprisonment and unspeakable suffering in a Nazi concentration camp, when given a choice, choose not to sign a document giving him his freedom?” Instead he submitted to Nazi persecution, enduring imprisonment in Buchenwald, Niederhagen and Ravensbruck concentration camps, rather than renouncing his faith as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Although Leopold Engleitner and Adolph Hitler, who was sixteen years his senior grew up in the same province of Austria and shared the same cultural and educational experience growing up, they both developed vastly different views. Hitler caused untold suffering to millions, where as Leopold devoted his life to peace which was tested time and again, even in the face of death. 

Driven by his convictions he took a stand against the Nazis by refusing to serve in Hitler’s army. As a result, he was brutally mistreated by the SS who imprisoned and tortured him in an attempt to break him. In the concentration camp, he even bought a suitcase for the journey home it seemed impossible he would ever make. Weighing less than sixty-two pounds he survived the camps only to be hunted down like an animal in an attempt to escape into the rugged Austrian Alps. 

Amazingly he still lives to tell his story and today, at age 103, he is the oldest known male concentration camp survivor. Suffering through the First World War, the Spanish Flu and then the rise and fall of Nazism his story seemed to be lost to the pages of history until a chance meeting over half a century later with author and filmmaker Bernhard Rammerstorfer. This marked the beginning of a remarkable and extraordinary friendship. Mr. Engleitner’s incredible life in book form, entitled Unbroken Will, and in the DVD, entitled Unbroken Will USA Tour, written and produced by Bernhard Rammerstorfer, will be released during the upcoming tour, and will be available for purchase on the internet at: www.unbrokenwill.com 

Despite his exceptional age, this will be Mr. Engleitner’s third speaking tour in the United States. On previous tours he traveled more than 57,000 miles to schools, universities and memorial sites through Europe an the United States accompanied by Mr. Rammerstorfer, and was invited as a guest speaker to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC, the Library of Congress, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, the Holocaust Memorial Foundation of Illinois, the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, and Columbia, Georgetown, and Stanford Universities. In 2007 Mr. Engleitner was awarded commendation by both the Austrian President and the German President for his work in promoting human rights and tolerance. 

On this tour, he looks forward to sharing his personal experiences from the Nazi regime that demonstrate that it is imperative to listen to one’s conscience and to adhere to just principles even under persecution.

Leopold Engleitner’s U.S. speaking tour, which starts at Harvard University, also includes lectures in Florida and California. A one week film screening of the documentaries Unbroken Will and Unbroken Will USA Tour (U.S. premiere) will also take place at the Laemmle’s Theatre Sunset 5 in West Hollywood from May 15 to 21, 2009. 

Here is what they are saying about “Unbroken Will”:

—Arnold Schwarzenegger, governor of California

“You have given current and future generations a priceless gift by recording Mr. Engleitner’s life story. His experiences remind us of the strength of the human will to overcome even the most horrible and challenging circumstances.”

—Heinz Fischer, president of the Republic of Austria 

“This book is a milestone in recording the horrors of National Socialism. It is essential reading.” 

—Professor Dan Brown, author and historian Moorpark Community College of California
“Leopold Engleitner’s story needs to be passed on to every generation onward. This remarkable man’s willingness to stand up for his righteous convictions in the face of tyranny serves as an inspiration to us all. Indeed, Herr Engleitner’s courage and resolve shows us that we cannot ever surrender our beliefs to the dark side.”

—Professor Walter Manoschek, political scientist, University of Vienna
 “This book is not only an enthralling read; every detail in it has also been thoroughly researched. From a scientific point of view, it is one of the most reliable biographies of a victim of National Socialism.”

Speaking Engagements During 2009 U.S. Tour:

Harvard University, Cambridge, Science Center: May 4, 2009, 5:30 PM 
Florida Holocaust Museum, St. Petersburg, Florida: May 6, 2009, 7:00 PM
Palladium Theater at St. Petersburg College, Florida: May 10, 2009, 2:00 PM
Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, California: May 14, 2009, 7:30 PM
Laemmle’s Sunset 5 Theatre, West Hollywood, California: Film screenings from 
May 15–21, 2009, Daily Screenings at 1:00 PM, 4:30 PM, 7:30 PM, 10:00 PM

University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA): May 20, 2009, 6:00 PM
Moorpark College, California: May 22, 2009, 7.30 PM and May 23, 2009, 6:30 PM

Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, California: May 24, 2009, 7:30 PM

Further Engagements to be Announced at: www.unbrokenwill.com
For Information and Photos (Available for Publication Without Charge) Please Visit: 

www.unbrokenwill.com or www.rammerstorfer.cc
Press Contact in the United States: 

Beatriz A. Gutai, E-mail: bgutai@gmail.com / Phone: (805) 433-3199

NOTE TO NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS: 

Please provide three copies of published articles to Beatriz A. Gutai, 2828 Cochran St. #230, Simi Valley, CA 93065


SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF LEOPOLD ENGLEITNER

Leopold Engleitner was born on July 23, 1905 in Aigen-Voglhub, Austria. He grew up in the so-called “Emperor’s town” of Bad Ischl, and encountered the Austro-Hungarian monarch Emperor Franz Joseph on several occasions. Physically infirm and shy from an early age, he lived in a world dominated by ostracism and poverty. As a young boy he experienced the devastating effects of World War I, and the Spanish Flu made his situation even worse.

At the beginning of the 1930s he began an intensive study of the Bible, courageously changed his religion and in 1932 was baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. As a result he suffered from the religious intolerance of his neighbors and of the authorities during the Austrian Fascism period from1934 to 1938. 

When Adolf Hitler occupied Austria in 1938, his steadfast refusal to abandon his beliefs and to do military service in Hitler’s army led to conflict with the Nazi regime.

On April 4, 1939, he was arrested in Bad Ischl by the Gestapo and held in custody in Linz and Wels. From October 9, 1939, to July 15, 1943, he was interned in the concentration camps of Buchenwald, Niederhagen and Ravensbrück. In Niederhagen concentration camp he refused to sign the “Declaration” renouncing his faith, even though doing so would have meant he could go free. Despite the appalling treatment he was subjected to in the concentration camps, his iron will–his determination to stand up for just principles and his refusal to fight–could not be broken.  Leopold never lost his optimism. In the concentration camp, he even bought a suitcase for the journey home it seemed impossible he would ever make. 

In July 1943, weighing less than 62 pounds, he was released from Ravensbrück concentration camp on condition that he spent the rest of his life performing forced labor in agriculture. After returning home he worked on a farm in St. Wolfgang.  Three weeks before the end of the war, on April 17, 1945, he received his call-up papers ordering him to join the German Wehrmacht.  He refused to comply with the call-up and decided to risk fleeing into the mountains of the Salzkammergut. There he hid in the Meistereben alpine hut and a cave. He was hunted like an animal by the Nazis for weeks on end, but they could not find him.  On May 5, 1945, he was able to return home. 

Leopold Engleitner’s life proves that it was possible for an ordinary man to reject Hitler’s regime of terror.

After the World War II Engleitner, as a former concentration camp internee, was shunned by society and placed in the same category as the work-shy, asocial elements and criminals. Some of his contemporaries even denied that concentration camps had ever existed. Although he felt he was being misunderstood and unfairly treated, the iron will and inner strength that came from his religious convictions helped him withstand this difficult period as well. 

It was not until 1994, when a chance meeting occurred in Bad Ischl with Bernhard Rammerstorfer, who ended up writing Leopold’s biography and producing a documentary of his life story, that the tide began to turn. Engleitner had to wait until he was almost one hundred years old to receive the recognition and social rehabilitation he deserved.

In his 102nd year, Leopold Engleitner was honored for his courageous stance during the National Socialist Regime and received the following awards:

– “Golden Order of Merit of the Republic of Austria,” awarded by the Austrian president Heinz Fischer

– “Cross of the Order of Merit on ribbon of the Federal Republic of Germany” from the German president Horst Köhler

Though already far advanced in years, he has between 1999 and 2008 traveled with Rammerstorfer more than fifty-seven thousand miles across Europe and the USA to schools, memorial sites, and universities as a witness of history to ensure the past is not forgotten and has become a model of tolerance and peace. He gave lectures at Bern, Columbia, Dresden, Georgetown, Stanford, and Vienna Universities, as well as at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, the Library of Congress, the Holocaust Memorial Foundation of Illinois, Chicago, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, and the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. In 2008, he presented his biography at the Frankfurt Book Fair 2008, the world’s largest book fair. 

BOOK AND DVDs INFORMATION


The book Unbroken Will (NEW)

Trade Paperback: $19.99 plus shipping and handling

352 pages

156 images

This book tells the true story of Leopold Engleitner, born 1905, who experienced World Wars I and II and found the extraordinary courage to refuse to serve in Hitler’s army. He suffered unspeakable cruelty in three concentration camps, and on release weighed less than 62 pounds. Astoundingly, he could easily have had his freedom: all he had to do was sign a paper renouncing his religious convictions as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. He refused to do it. 

Between 1999 and 2008, Engleitner traveled more than 57,000 miles across Europe and the USA to schools and universities as a witness of history to ensure the past is not forgotten.

The book is based on 15 years’ intensive research by author Bernhard Rammerstorfer, who has written a historically accurate record of Engleitner’s life story.

The accompanying educational DVD Unbroken Will

$19.99 plus shipping and handling 

Total running time: 148 mins.

Languages: English, German, Italian

This DVD contains not only the full documentary on Engleitner’s life story (61 mins.) and an abridged version of it (27 mins.) but also five films (between 8–15 mins.) showing special events from 1999–2004 relating to Engleitner’s awareness-raising as a survivor of Nazi persecution.

The DVD features additional material (background information) on the Holocaust.  There is also educational material relative to the Holocaust and based on the Engleitner films designed for schools  (quizzes, word searches, filling in the blanks, writing assessment questions) in printable PDF format.

Spanish version Voluntad Inquebrantable also available.

$19.99 plus shipping and handling

Total running time: 92 mins.

Languages: Spanish, English, German, Italian

The DVD Unbroken Will Captivates the United States

Documentary on Leopold Engleitner’s 2004 USA Tour

$14.99 plus shipping and handling

Running time: 33 mins.

Languages: English, German, Italian, Spanish

In his 100th year Engleitner embarked on an exciting journey that took him clear across the USA. He captivated audiences in Washington DC, New York, and Los Angeles. Engleitner provided impressive proof that age is no barrier to reaching remarkable goals. And on Malibu beach, a long-held dream finally came true...

The DVD Unbroken Will USA Tour (NEW)

Documentary on Leopold Engleitner’s 2006 USA Tour 

$17.99 plus shipping and handling

Running time: 50 mins.

Languages: English, German

Picture format: 16:9

Also available on Blu-ray Disc.

61 years after World War II ended, and in his 101st year, Engleitner undertook a remarkable tour of lectures through the USA. At universities and Holocaust memorial sites in Washington DC, New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles he emphasized the vital importance of tolerance and humanity to ensuring peace. And in Sequoia and Grand Canyon national parks, dreams he had had since his youth came true...

For further information and to place orders contact:

www.unbrokenwill.com or www.rammerstorfer.cc

