PRESS RELEASE–September 15, 2009

Book Presentation in Moscow of
Oldest Male Nazi Concentration Camp Survivor Leopold Engleitner

104 Year Old Nazi Concentration Camp Survivor Exposes the Darkest Chapter in History

Seventy years after his imprisonment and transportation to Buchenwald concentration camp Leopold Engleitner (born 1905), the Austrian who is the subject of the book Unbroken Will, will present his biography at Moscow Central Journalist House (Nikitsky Boulevard, 8A) on September 19, 2009 at 15:00. The Russian publisher SPECIAL BOOK released the book in Russia recently. Engleitner will be accompanied by his friend and biographer, Bernhard Rammerstorfer. 
On September 20, 2009 at 13:00 a book presentation and book signing will take place at Moscow Bookstore “BIBLIO-GLOBUS” (Presentation Hall, Myasnitskaya 6/3, bld.1, www.biblio-globus.ru). 
Mr. Engleitner is often asked, “Why would a man facing imprisonment and unspeakable suffering in a Nazi concentration camp, when given a choice, choose not to sign a document giving him his freedom?” Instead he submitted to Nazi persecution, enduring imprisonment in Buchenwald, Niederhagen and Ravensbrueck concentration camps, rather than renouncing his convictions. 

Although Leopold Engleitner and Adolph Hitler, who was sixteen years his senior grew up in the same province of Austria and shared the same cultural and educational experience growing up, they both developed vastly different views. Hitler caused untold suffering to millions, where as Leopold devoted his life to peace which was tested time and again, even in the face of death. 

Driven by his convictions he took a stand against the Nazis by refusing to serve in Hitler’s army. As a result, he was brutally mistreated by the SS who imprisoned and tortured him in an attempt to break him. In the concentration camp, he even bought a suitcase for the journey home it seemed impossible he would ever make. Weighing less than sixty-two pounds he survived the camps only to be hunted down like an animal in an attempt to escape into the rugged Austrian Alps. 

Interestingly, the date September 19, 2009 is a special anniversary for Leopold Engleitner. Exactly 70 years ago, on September 19, 1939 the prisoner Leopold Engleitner appeared before the examining magistrate, Dr. Edgar Tintara at Wels court and answered back: “If I am asked about my position regarding the government, my answer is that I take no interest in political affairs. I abide by the laws of the government as long as they do not contradict the Bible, since God’s Word is above the law of the state. I also reject military service because it runs counter to the fifth commandment. If I were called up to go to the front, I would refuse to go. I am aware that my adherence to this view could cost me my life, but there is nothing I can do about that because life depends on compliance with God’s laws.” His uncompromising stance led to his internment in Buchenwald concentration camp. If more contemporaries had acted as courageous as Leopold Engleitner, mankind would have been mankind would have been spared unspeakable suffering.
Amazingly he still lives to tell his story and today, at age 104, he is the oldest known male concentration camp survivor. Suffering through the First World War, the Spanish Flu and then the rise and fall of Nazism his story seemed to be lost to the pages of history until a chance meeting over half a century later with author and filmmaker Bernhard Rammerstorfer. This marked the beginning of a remarkable and extraordinary friendship. Mr. Engleitner’s incredible life in book form, entitled Unbroken Will, and in the DVD, entitled Unbroken Will, was written and produced by Bernhard Rammerstorfer. Further information at:  www.unbrokenwill.com 

Despite his exceptional age, Mr. Engleitner will personally appear in Moscow and he will also relate about experiences with Russian co-inmates in the German concentration camps. Since 1999 he traveled more than 115.000 kilometers to schools, universities and memorial sites through Europe an the United States accompanied by Mr. Rammerstorfer, and was invited as a guest speaker to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC, the Library of Congress, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, the Holocaust Memorial Foundation of Illinois, the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, and Columbia, Georgetown, Harvard, and Stanford Universities. In 2007 Mr. Engleitner was awarded commendation by both the Austrian President and the German President for his work in promoting human rights and tolerance. 

On his trip to Russia, he looks forward to sharing his personal experiences from the Nazi regime that demonstrate that it is imperative to listen to one’s conscience and to adhere to just principles even under persecution.

Here is what they are saying about “Unbroken Will”:

—Arnold Schwarzenegger, governor of California

“You have given current and future generations a priceless gift by recording Mr. Engleitner’s life story. His experiences remind us of the strength of the human will to overcome even the most horrible and challenging circumstances.”

—Heinz Fischer, president of the Republic of Austria 

“This book is a milestone in recording the horrors of National Socialism. It is essential reading.” 

— Sergey I. Ivanenko, Theologian, Doctor of Philosophy (Moscow)
“The book encourages recollecting words of prophet Habakkuk: ‘... by his faithfulness he will keep living’ (2:4). As well as it is necessary to the righteous person, Leopold Engleitner was free from hatred toward the enemies. So, for example, when in the 1930s he became an object of persecution by Austrian police inspired by Catholic clergy, he has forgiven the persecutors. And already after ‘Anschluss’ when in Buchenwald concentration camp he worked together with two priests (one of them appeared to be the nearest assistant of cardinal Theodor Innitzer, archbishop of Vienna who has solemnly declared the support of Hitler), Leopold felt pity to these people and tried to help them.
If the majority of Christians, similarly to Leopold Engleitner, would follow Bible, we would live in absolutely other world free from wars, interreligious hatred and violence.”

—Professor Walter Manoschek, political scientist, University of Vienna
 “This book is not only an enthralling read; every detail in it has also been thoroughly researched. From a scientific point of view, it is one of the most reliable biographies of a victim of National Socialism.”
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SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF LEOPOLD ENGLEITNER

Leopold Engleitner was born on July 23, 1905 in Aigen-Voglhub, Austria. He grew up in the so-called “Emperor’s town” of Bad Ischl, and encountered the Austro-Hungarian monarch Emperor Franz Joseph on several occasions. Physically infirm and shy from an early age, he lived in a world dominated by ostracism and poverty. As a young boy he experienced the devastating effects of World War I, and the Spanish Flu made his situation even worse.

At the beginning of the 1930s he began an intensive study of the Bible, courageously changed his religious conviction and left Catholic Church in 1932. As a result he suffered from the religious intolerance of his neighbors and of the authorities during the Austrian Fascism period from1934 to 1938. 

When Adolf Hitler occupied Austria in 1938, his steadfast refusal to abandon his beliefs and to do military service in Hitler’s army led to conflict with the Nazi regime.

On April 4, 1939, he was arrested in Bad Ischl by the Gestapo and held in custody in Linz and Wels. From October 9, 1939, to July 15, 1943, he was interned in the concentration camps of Buchenwald, Niederhagen and Ravensbrueck. In Niederhagen concentration camp he refused to sign the “Declaration” renouncing his faith, even though doing so would have meant he could go free. Despite the appalling treatment he was subjected to in the concentration camps, his iron will–his determination to stand up for just principles and his refusal to fight–could not be broken.  Leopold never lost his optimism. In the concentration camp, he even bought a suitcase for the journey home it seemed impossible he would ever make. 

In July 1943, weighing less than 28 kilograms, he was released from Ravensbrueck concentration camp on condition that he spent the rest of his life performing forced labor in agriculture. After returning home he worked on a farm in St. Wolfgang.  Three weeks before the end of the war, on April 17, 1945, he received his call-up papers ordering him to join the German Wehrmacht.  He refused to comply with the call-up and decided to risk fleeing into the mountains of the Salzkammergut. There he hid in the Meistereben alpine hut and a cave. He was hunted like an animal by the Nazis for weeks on end, but they could not find him.  On May 5, 1945, he was able to return home. 

Leopold Engleitner’s life proves that it was possible for an ordinary man to reject Hitler’s regime of terror.

After the World War II Engleitner, as a former concentration camp internee, was shunned by society and placed in the same category as the work-shy, asocial elements and criminals. Some of his contemporaries even denied that concentration camps had ever existed. Although he felt he was being misunderstood and unfairly treated, the iron will and inner strength that came from his religious convictions helped him withstand this difficult period as well. 

It was not until 1994, when a chance meeting occurred in Bad Ischl with Bernhard Rammerstorfer, who ended up writing Leopold’s biography and producing a documentary of his life story, that the tide began to turn. Engleitner had to wait until he was almost one hundred years old to receive the recognition and social rehabilitation he deserved.

In his 102nd year, Leopold Engleitner was honored for his courageous stance during the National Socialist Regime and received the following awards:

– “Golden Order of Merit of the Republic of Austria,” awarded by the Austrian president Heinz Fischer

– “Cross of the Order of Merit on ribbon of the Federal Republic of Germany” from the German president Horst Köhler

Though already far advanced in years, he has between 1999 and 2008 traveled with Rammerstorfer more than fifty-seven thousand miles across Europe and the USA to schools, memorial sites, and universities as a witness of history to ensure the past is not forgotten and has become a model of tolerance and peace. He gave lectures at Bern, Columbia, Dresden, Georgetown, Stanford, and Vienna Universities, as well as at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, the Library of Congress, the Holocaust Memorial Foundation of Illinois, Chicago, the Simon Wiesenthal Center, and the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. In 2008, he presented his biography at the Frankfurt Book Fair 2008, the world’s largest book fair. 

BOOK INFORMATION

The book Unbroken Will 

Prize 250 rubles plus shipping and handling

432 pages
154 illustrations
Available from: www.obook.su (Russian only)
For further information contact:

www.unbrokenwill.com or www.rammerstorfer.cc
